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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S e tl^ i 2SSi^ i " iB !^ *"*: 3ite SUrviVad «* 1871 fi « ^though one-third 
S u V^^SLyS <Se * tro y ad * "» «*iMi.ng *«* purchased by William B. Hale 

■t£wteL*S£ ""STE ^"V* chiea9 °" " oot ba * an plana for ; " 

story building In 1890. The bank relocated from the first floor in 1890 but ■ 
report neS? *?* flOQ frf^ *» "til 1894. Osmund OverbfL m"h^ 

«mi» **! ™wt, work was begun on the ground floor and foundations in 1890 

iJli r^r."""* J*** 14 * 1 ** «»d thirteen stories of steel construction were 
added to the collated ground floor without disturbing its tenant. » t££ 

lfiaTJTTJa!^!:. rJ 1 **,**? d,M to ** °*»*i*" January 1, 1895. From 
1890 to 1894 Boot** original plans had been changed by Atwood so that the 
resulting upper stories are of crenm-*bite terra* cotS while t£ original 
first story «• of polished Scotch granite." "ginai 

sTf™^"?.^ X «*^** lBX > 55 «•** " ^hes on the State Street side and 

200 feet L^SStT £ ^J**" St " at •"•- » *i«« 15 .toriea to 
^00 feet in helgftt. the base is a spread foundation with beam and rail 
grillage. The construction is iron-skeleton with irregular bay spacing with 
non-bearing masonry walla on south and vest sides. ThTground fleer 

2?5"!ii2I J""** 9 1 *" ****** ^ granite-above there is open grill 
work of windows framed in glased white terra cotta. This terra cotta 

a W^V»^!?fl^?«?2? *" wlndowfi enclosed the structural frame producing 
™.^! J U building. The roof is flat but the original ornamental 
SflSj - •""• * Xt ™ ° ail * d * "^rcelain tower" by centenary Critic 1 
S»J2 J ,T e "J * **• **** *"*«n Terra Cotta Company ThT 
o?^!^ iron »nd •levators were made by the winslow Brothers. (Some 
of the iron work and polished granite have been removed--probably when the 
building was sold in 1933 or later.) The cornice was removeTaiLrl^ 

in spite of ths alteretions on the interior and the intrusive shop windows 
on street level the Reliance Building remains one of the classic structure. 
in the evolution of 20th century architecture. 
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The Reliance Building is one of the key monuments in the development of modern 
architecture. The "Chicago School" or style, grew as the result of the 
building boom following the fire of 1871 and reached its zenith in the 1890* s— 
the Reliance is a simple, honest expression of these functional commercial 
structures. Carl Oondit has written of this early skyscraper--" If any work of 
structural art in the Nineteenth Century anticipated the future, it is this 
one. The building is the triumph of the structuralist and functionalist 
approach of the "Chicago School. "1 

This building is a refined version of an earlier "Chicago" type, Holabird and 
Roche's Tacoma Building, constructed in 1887 (demolished 1929). In the Tacoma 
all windows in the bays were double hung and remained isolated design elements- 
Reliance has bays almost entirely filled in with glass; "Chicago windows" of a 
large fixed central pane framed by narrow double-hung windows that open, form 
bands of glass one above the other that become the body of the building itself. 

"The Reliance is not, like the crystal Palace, a passing sensation produced 
for a exposition. It is a utilitarian structure commissioned as an office 

building, and it has actively used as such since its completion In its 

grace and airiness, in the purity and exactitude of its proportions and 
details, in the brilliant perfection of its transparent elevations, it stands 
today as an exciting exhibition of the potential kinesthetic expressiveness of 
the structural art. Although it is outrageously disfigured by signs and by a 
"modernized" base, the essential beauty of this slim glass tower still reveals 

that it has its place as a witness to the best of the spirit of the 

nineteenth century." 2 

Begun in 1890 as a remodelling of an earlier structure by John Root of the 
Firm of Burnham and Root, only two stories had been completed when Root died 
in 1891. Revised plans for the upper floors were done in 1894 by Charles A. 
Atwood, chief designer for D. H. Burnham and Company. 



1 Condit, Carl, . The Chicago School of Architecture, University of Chicago 
Press, 1964. 

2 Ibid p. 111. 
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Hie use of terra .cotta cladding was a great innovation, a building could be 
kept clean and it was light, Louis Sullivan was to use it a few years later 
on the Carson, Pirie, Scott and Company Building and the Guaranty Building 
in Buffalo, Hew York. The system of steel framing also provided for an 
unusual system of wind bracing, the construction schedule for the top ten 
stories was a remarkable 15 days (July 16 to August 1, 1895) and this 
building also stands as a milestone of the functionalist group of the 
Chicago School that strove for sheer, dematerialiaed uncluttered, high-rise 
structures. The Reliance is a direct forerunner of the work of Hies van der 
Rohe and Le Corbusier. 
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\_/ Chicago^, urba na: University of Illinois Press, 1949? pTSv 
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